Introduction: ECOC 2012 in Amsterdam
The technical program subcommittees identified "multicore components," "hybrid optoelectronic devices," "scalable 100 Gbps transmitters," "cooperative coherent receivers," "few mode fiber," "soft decision FEC," "defragmentation in elastic optical networks," and "TWDM-PON" as trending topics at ECOC 2012. In 2011, selected proceedings papers were published for the first time in an ECOC/Optics Express special issue, making use of dissemination through a high-impact factor and openaccess journal. The Geneva chairs had noted that proceedings articles were often considered as full publications. This prevents the authors from publishing similar material in a highimpact journal and may even deter authors from publishing their key results in the proceedings. This conflict is resolved with an ECOC/Optics Express special issue that contains extended proceedings articles. In addition, articles in such a special issue can be reviewed much more carefully and revised based on the peer review input. The ECOC 2012 organization was happy to continue this initiative. Thirty-seven percent (37%) of authors of the ECOC 2012 proceedings decided to submit an extended version of their ECOC paper for publication in the Optics Express special issue. As a result 134 ECOC proceedings are extended and published as full papers in this ECOC/Optics Express special issue. Many of the articles are published in the December 10 issue of Optics Express that is dedicated to ECOC, but some will appear in upcoming regular issues as they are completed. All articles will be listed in the ECOC special issue Table of Contents. This special issue would not have been possible without the enthusiastic efforts of the subcommittee chairs, who dedicated much of their time to serve as Optics Express guest coeditors. They are pictured in Fig. 1 
